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About the Archive
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publication in 1996. To preserve these articles as they originally appeared, The Times does not alter,
edit or update them.

Occasionally the digitization process introduces transcription errors or other problems; we are
continuing to work to improve these archived versions.

Delia Goetz, whose travels as an education specialist for the United States Government
provided her with material for more than a score of children's books, died on June 26 at her
home in Washington. She was 100.

Mrs. Goetz, who was born in Wesley, Iowa, attended Iowa State Teachers College and then
went abroad to teach at schools in Panama, Cuba and Guatemala. During World War II she
worked in Latin America for the United States Office of Education, eventually joining that
agency and remaining on its staff from 1946 to 1961.

Her first book was "Neighbors to the South" (1941), an introduction to 12 Latin American
countries. She followed that with "Panchita, a Little Girl of Guatemala," the first of her many
books for young readers. Her other works include "The Dragon and the Eagle," "The
Hidden Burro" and "Other Young Americans." She was also the translator, with Sylvanus G.
Morley, of "Popol Vuh," a Mayan Indian folk tale.
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No immediate family members survive.

A version of this article appears in print on July 14, 1996, Section 1, Page 32 of the National edition with the headline: Delia Goetz, 100,
Children's Author

https://www.nytimes.com/1996/07/14/us/delia-goetz-100-children-s-author.html 2/2



